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The contents of the following pages (with the exception of some notes of 
a private nature, between Mr. Draper an<l Mr. Caron on the onHart amf 
tetween the latter and Mr. Lafontaine on the other) embrace all the corref 
I^ndence which has taken place relative to the possible approxiina^f 
parties, and of which as yet, a part only has been puWished 
•uppression in question has had the effect of placing Mr. Caron 
position by no means agreeable to his feelings, a position which has Wht 
upon him from Mr. Draper and his friends, the reproach of having ^ol^ 
Ae confidence reposed in him, in communicating to Mr. Lafontaine Mr 
Ifcaper s letters, whilst he concealed the letters of Mr. Lafontaine from Mr' 

As to this latter point, it may be observed that Mr. Caron, havin'^ to 
^rre-spondwith persons residing at a distance, adopted the most expeditious 
mode and, as on the one hand he had to deal with Mr. Draper, who Lparted 
his views to him, arid on the other, he had to collect the views of the 

mself of this ta^k faithfully, m transmitting the result , to Mr. Draper 
2 ovm responsibility; had he acted otherwise, Mr. Draper would ha^e 
<»tained the views of but one mdividual of the party. 

Mr. Caron then, acted in the manner most suitable, or rather in the onlr 
^nner that could attain the result desired by Mr. Draper. To be convinced 

lE '1 "y ‘“’'•e into consideration the nature of the infor- 
mation the latter desired to obtain from Mr. Caron. It was of that nature that he 
•ould only obtain It by putting himself in correspondence with the leaders of 
the party w-ith which a reconciliation was desired; and it was only after tlia 

mention to Mr. Lafontaine the preliminary conversation he had had at Quebec 
with Mr. Draper (and which till then, he had considered confidential, as 
declared in his letter of the 8th September, 1845). And in what manner 
did he make it known to him ? It was done so in telling him that the 
letter which he (Mr. Caron) had received was confidential, and could 
only be communicated to Mr. Morin, and such other of his friends as 
he could count upon, a condition that Mr. Lafontaine fully accepted 
since ih his letter of the 20th of October following, he asks Mr. Caron 
for the copy of a particular letter in order that he might avoid samn<r 
any thins m conversation that might disclose its contents. This letter 
riierefore, of Mr. Caron, of the 8th September, was the basis and foundal 
tion of all that could be undertaken for the attainment of the end proijosed, and 
moreover, this mode of proceeding was the only sensible course. Could it. 
in^deed be supposed (and it was upon this principle Mr. Caron acted) that th* 
chieft of the party in question would be willing to enter into negociation with 
Mr. Caron without knowing the authority he had for asking the communication 
of their views . It is not difficult to give an answer to this question, and ta 
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Tiew the matter otherwise would be to make of Mr. Caron, not a mediator, the 
character in which he was known to act, but a spy ; and the proceedings of 
Mr. Draper would not, in that case, have been much more honorable. But the 
character of both was so fully established that no one could take this view of 
the question. Mr. Caron, then, in so far as he had the power, did all that 
depended upon him to respond to the confidence of Mr. Draper, and if he did 
not succeed in obtaining the result that both had in view, it will be seen by 
what follows that this was not his fault, unless, indeed, it may be justly 
reproached against him that he reposed in Mr. Lafontaine, a confidence 
which he abused, when, for more than one reason, he ought to have acted in 
a manner very different from that which he has pursued, Mr. Caron having 
only undertaken the mission in question in the interest of the country and 
of that party to which Mr. Lafontaine belonged. It will be seen by the sum- 
mary following the correspondence, whether Mr. Lafontaine was authorized, 
as he pretended he was, to adopt the course he took in laying before the 
Assembly a part only of this correspondence. 



It is believed that when the impartial reader shall have read the corres- 
pondence which follows, and the remarks which accompany it, he will be 
convinced that Mr. Lafontaine had resolved from the commencement to make 
public all the communications which might be made to him ; and the event 
has also proved that he had determined to disregard all those considerations 
which Mr. Caron was entitled to suppose he would respect. 

As to the authority Mr. Lafontaine pretends to have received from Mr; Caron, 
under certain contingencies, it must be remarked, that even supposing Mr. 
Lafontaine did find himself circumstanced as he has alleged, it can only have 
arisen from communications made by him to individuals, who certainly did not 
either by their number or their standing, fall within the conditions prescribed 
by Mr. Caron’s letter of the 8th September. 

No one will admit Mr. Lafontaine’s right to make circumstances of his owa 
creation the excuse for the course he has taken to accomplish ends best known 
to himself. 



If the nnpression which has resulted from the debates in the Assembly, and 
from the publicarton of a part only of the correspondence, has been unfavorable 
to Mr. Caron, this ought to surprise no one who considers that that part only 
wmch was unfavorable to that gentleman, and favorable to those who wished to 
compromise him, was brought to light, and that not one voice in his favor was 
raised by his countrymen in the Assembly, to invoke what w^as due to his 
past character, or to solicit for him that measure of justice never refused even 
to the most guilty namely, that he should not be condemned unheard-and this 
rt is that has rendered necessary the present step in favor of an honorable 

circumstances, is, --the having placed 
Bnliimted confidence m one who was unworthy of it. ^ 

Montreal, 10th April, 1846. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



{Extract of a Letter from the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. L. H.. 

Lafontaine,) 

TRANSLATION. 

Quebec, Sept. 7, 184-5. 

My Dear Friend,— I it my duty to give you in writing, the 

^bstance of a conversation I had some time since in Montreal with Mr. 
Draper, in which he intimated to me the desire he had that some of our 
fnends should join the Administration. Tlie following is the substance 

Aseyly as last summer, Mr. Draper, without being as explicit as he 
was on this occasion, had given me to understand that he would be verv 
glad to see some French Canadians form part of the Administration, other 
than those who already composed it. He had mentioned Morin as one of 
the former, and at the same time intimated that he considered as impossible 
)our orming part of it, owing to the personal dilferences existing between 
yourself and the Governor ; he gave me to understand that there would be 
some means devised of removing the obstacle, by providing for you other- 
"'I*'. Baldwin, he seemed to be under the impression that he 
would be disposed to retire unsolicited, and appeared to be indeed, pos- 
sessed of some information on the subject. I considered all this at the time 
as merely confidential, and to be kept to myself, inasmuch as he had not 
^thonzed me to communicate. A few days before my departure for 
Montreal, I received from him a note, recalling to my recollection the 
conversation alluded to, and begging of me to inform liim what were the 
difficulties that stood in the way of a reconciliation, in order to ascertain 
whether some plan could not be devised to remove them. I answered that 
as 1 was about going to Montreal, I should there see him and give him 
an answer. Having accordingly met with him, he strongly insisted 
upon the advantages that would result to the public in general, and 
particularly to the French part of the population, by having in the Council 
01 the country, persons knowing the wants of all, and able to provide for 
them. After having represented to me the injury which our isolated 
position inflicted upon the whole of Lower Canada, but more particularly 
our portion of the population, he told me that there were difficulties in the 
way, but that we ought to consider whether there were no means to over- 
come them. The first difficulty was to find situations for those who were 
to be introduced. Thereupon he told me that xMr. Viger could be easily 
prevailed upon to retire, and that Mr, Papineau desired nothing better : 
that both these situations should be filled up by French Canadians; he 
seemed desirous that Morin should be President of the Council ; but he 
wished at all events to see that place filled by a Canadian. He spoke of 
the office of Solicitor General, which, he said, ought to be filled by one of 
our origin, and who, although not forming nominally part of the ministry, 
would, nevertheless, exercise great influence in the conduct of afiairs.-— 
He also spoke of the Assistant Secretaryship, the incumbent to which 
ought to receive handsome emoluments, and who should have, or he able 
to obtain a seat in Parliament. This was about all that he could for thej* 
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■present offer to our friends, who, when in power, might themselves strive 
afterwards to made their share more considerable. 

Another difficulty which he pointed out was in reference to yourself 

As regarded you, he said that nothing would aflbrd him greater pleas*ur<> 
than to have you as a colleague, but that as the Governor and vom-spir 
could not meet, the idea of seeing you form part of the administration mn 
ne given up so long as I^ord Metcalfe remained in power ; but that it would 
be unjust to sacrifice a man of your influence and merit ; that your friendcr 
would be highly censurable if they did so; but that this difficuliy couhl 
easily be made to disappear, by giving you an appointment with which vou 

■would be satisfied. 1 understood, or rather he told me the intention waLo 
place you on the Bench. vvas lo 

As to Mr. Baldwin, he said little about him ; but I understood, as I did 
m rny first conversation of which I have spoken, that he thought he would 
retiie of himself. He said that there were other details, upon which lie 
felt very sure that we could agree. All this was told me with full permis- 
lon to communicate it, and indeed with an earnest request that I should 
o all in my power to bring about a junction of parties, and to induce some 
of our friends o accept of such seats in the Council as could, for ^Te! 
sent, be vacated for them. I cannot forbear telling you that I am of 
opinion that the present state of thino-s cannot last Whnf ;>■ n* i • 

possible that I may not view the matter ri^htlv • Knt I'f ,1^^ 

that the overtures made are worthTot coSr’aJoi 

them to you, that you may consider of them, and you are at* h be 

I am, &c. 

E. E. CARON. 



(From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine.) 
TRANSLATION. 

Quebec, 8th Sept. 1815, 

yesterd®rvvlS"'l?tl^^^^^ wrote you 

at least, a correct account of what nassl? hei 

and also a succinct buTsin"cere 'i7o?Sr“^ i^raperand my, self, 
portant subject which gave rise to itf ^ b^neral opinions on the im- 

mine or not, I trust you wi7d'rnie the with 

by which I am actuated are honest anS diSerLtec! ® 

■ [overtures that hId"beL made'to m^ fu7 i'’ 

® to me, fully determined not to urge the thing 
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further ; if you are of opinion that the proposed, or any other, arrangement 
which might place our friends in power, is, under the circumstances, 
impossible, — should such be the case, I should sincerely regret it, but I 
shall submit and await more favorable circumstances. 

With regard to that part of the transaction which regards you, I do not 
even allude to it, being of opinion that in your position, you ought to look 
upon this matter as if it had reference to another, and not to yourself 
personally. 

It is unnecessary for me to state that my letter of yesterday’s date is of a 
confidential nature, and is to be communicated only to Morin, and such 
other friends as you can rely upon ; for if the proposed arrangement should 
be without any result, it would be better for all parties that it should remain 
between us. Write me immediately, and say what you think is best to be 
done. 

R. E. CARON. 



\From ihe Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon, W. H, Draper,'] 
Translation. 

Quebec, 8th September, 1845. 

My Dear Sir, — I have always put off writing to you, because I did 
not wish to write without having something certain to’ tell you as to the 
result of the mission I took upon myself at your request. Although I am 
not very far advanced in the business, I must nevertheless write to you 
now, lest my very long silence should make you think that I have failed to 
attend to a matter, which is certainly far too important to be neglected. 
Since my return from Montreal, I have thought much of the conversation 
we had together ; and I began by convincing myself that the difficulties in 
the way of an understanding though great were not insurmountable ; — and 
desiring, as I do, to put an end to a state of things which cannot last with- 
out serious injury to the country generally, and to Lower Canada in parti- 
cular, and more especially to that portion of the population to which I 
belong,— I immediately determined to place myself in communication with 
those persons whom I regarded as able and willing to assist me in promoting 
the object we had in view. But one of those persons, and the one on 
whom I most relied, has been absent since my return and came back only 
within the last few days ; another to whom it was necessary that I should 
write answered me only yesterday, and from a third I have* as yet had no 
reply. Notwithstanding this, I should probably be now able to give you a 
decisive answer, but that those on whom the success of our plan mainly 
depends reside in the District of Montreal, — it is necessary to communicate 
with them by letter, and you know how slow and disagreeable this method 
of treating any difficult and delicate business always is. I should certainly 
have gone to Montreal, had I not been so much occupied that the journey 
was almost impossible for me. 
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Wha I have written is intended to exjilain to you the reason whv even 

nel’fl ’r'® ^ ‘'“si«ess which hS 

nevertheless much occupied me. Things are nevertheless in progress and 

hongh I can hardly say what will be the final result of an uSSWt 
which I take deep interest,— I am happy to inform you, that the few 4r 
sons with whom I have had any communication on the subject, see matter' 
qni e in the same jmint of view as I do, and are disposed to lend their aid 

sinSre?rtcfdV<dre**^'T'r^* the way of an arrangement which they seem 
written U til. ^ received promises of support and I have been 

and in a little while I hope to be able to tell you more hint who.,*, 
the result, I promise you that I will be sincere and that T ii ? f 
know ,1„ ob.,.olc, wiicl, l,„o p„.oScc“si “ 

£“41*0.'“'' SSi/lTSTt 

«oona!l‘fi“e?/vlMn“^^^ "™ '» y«n» 

Dear Sir, 

Your very devoted servant, 

ED. CARON. 



(foo., ,i, £. //. 

Montreal, 10th Sept. 1845 . 

translation. 

ofthe^'s^l'ltLTarQV?^ the receipt of your letter 

only arrived late\-esterday afternool^^ 

communicated them to our friend Morin j 3 ’owr wish I have 

tion, I answer only for myself and T dn ' ” *o your commimica- 

n.n,c notboon miL op fn „ c„ 

the nature and the object of the conver^f; ' Although 

would justify me in abstaining from the evn ^ concerned, 

accordance with your vvjsh I think it t of any opinion, yet, in 

you, to e.xpressnfy opinl^flnldv 177? ff^^ship which I feel for 

to which I think myself called on feanswer ^l”!h7n T'"'® 

10 answei . I should observe at first, that 
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I infer from the tenor of your letter, altliough not stated in express terms, 
^at you are of opinion that in the circumstances of the country, the ma- 
jority of each Province should govern respectively, in the sense that we 
attach to that idea— that is to say, that Upper Canada should be repre- 
sented in the administration of the day, by men possessing the confidence 
of the political parly in that section of the province which has the majority 
in the House of Assembly, and that it should be the same for Lower Canada. 
Now, if this is your opinion, it appears to me that it furnishes you with 
the means of offering to Mr. Draper, “ strong and irresistible” reasons in 
support of any advice given in harmony with this opinion. These reasons 
naturally present themselves, without there being any occasion to oiler 
them in detail. 

The present administration so far as regards U. C., is formed on this 
principle, but as regards L. C., its formation rests on an opposite principle. 
Why this distinction between the two sections of the province? Is there 
not in this fact alone a manifestation of injustice, if not of oppression ? 
Ihe course taken by Mr. Draper, to obtain the results which he desires, 
appears to me to be unconstitutional. No one is responsible for the step 
owing to which you write me j you are not charged to recognize either in 
whole or even in part the administration of which he is a member ; you 
assume no responsibility. It was this which at first made me hesitate to 
give you my opinion. Had it been otherwise you would have had a right 
to demand of a friend that he should give you his advice upon what you 
would have to do, and in such a case I would have deemed it my duty to 
reply to your appeal without omitting any part of your demands, and 
without fear of compromising any one. If then I answer you on some 
points, you must understand that it is not without some hesitation. What 
is proposed to you is a repudiation of the principle of responsibility in so 
far as applies to Lower Canada. Since Mr. Draper admits that the Lower 
Canadian section of the miriistiy does not represent Lower Canada, why' 
maintain it? Why according to your principles not forma new admin- 
istration lor Lower Canada with the aid of some one constitutionally 
charged to do so ? An administration thus formed would be strong with the 
influence that the support of the majority of our representatives w^ould give 
it, and would make that influence legitimately prevail in the Council, and 
in return wmuld give to the country all the guarantee which necessarily 
results from the controul which public opinion would exercise over it. It 
would be then and then only that ymu could flatter yourselves with having 
in an administration, to make use of your own terms, persons disposed to 
and capable of sustaining our interests. 

But it is said to you — We only wdsh to join io us some Canadians as 
French Canadiajis. From that moment, those who enter the Ministry 
enter it not in consequence of a constitutional right, nor by the action of 
the opinion of their countrymen, but only by favour, by the good pleasure 
of a Governor. From that moment as we learn by experience, they are 
without influence — they are no longer free agents; they are only instru- 
ments in the hands of the Governor, to do evil as to do good. If they have 
any capacity or talent, they make them serve sooner or later, to throw 
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dmsioii among us. On the one hand, they soon cease to feel the sal.,f,r„ 
check of the opinion of their fellow citizens ; on the other Sde 
tom themselves on y to consult their personal interests, and often everthe r 
passions. They obey only the arbitrary will of a Governor. Do you wish 
that I shou d cite you examples ? Here they are :-Mr. Dominique Mof 
delet thought vvithout doubt to be useful to his countrymen, vvl Jn , de 
Lord Aylmer, he accepted a place in the Executive Council. WeTave 
seen him almost immediately denviiio- his oast lifp nn/1 i 

s„Y.sio„ „f Judgel Pane’. 

Advocate before that illegal tribunal, the Court Martial ? ''YetTie L!! 
called to the Council as a French Camdinn Tf tttoo i 

at a later and sulhciently memorable epoch,' we have'seen'^ Messrs'^ l5e^' 
barlzch, Heney, Quesnel, Louis Panet. take their seats in thp V * r 

tov. ..id, tik. .he c,« r A'"' 

countrymen of French origin. Yet one of fholr fi ! . * 

broad day was to give us for SnltT ^ in 

esteem, but who does no mdersi^nd a ‘ 

oppose a French CanadiarsSdnrS t ^ 

unanimously called by tAeir ffralpfnl rm t equally, although 

Ld ,rof ii,rmiE'To fr- 

division of the public monies durino- last «=ession 
Under whose auspices has thi. divLfl 

and Papineaii answer. And yet all the-p ‘ ^^essrs. Viger 

their being French Canadians' as a reason fortho' ^3<=t of 

of them had names better known thanW^^f t 

them, only enters into the administration unL di who, like 

same door, with the best desire in the world^ <Li 

same fate awaits him. A little mnre .f • • ‘o Jo good. The 

all its unfortunate effects : this is all we r Canadians, with 

which a Quebecjournal ha iustsnnr, 7® expect from a system 
cannot describe otherwise than as7 s‘yste7of «' ofl!celeto-s.”"‘’ ^ 

If there were two namirtVaf Jnder*fhi7s*^l^°°‘l ^^^‘em can produce, 

exercise some influence in the Council i7\here’ 

an administration owed some crnfitnrl^^ r «u names to which 

and yet now you learn from Mr. Draper that m/ 
give them their conge ! ! Is this in nr,t» * . * c is ready to 

for Lower Canada ? Oh no! ItisonWi u ^ new adminisiration 
of an administration that Mr. Dnne/iv?n7^ “ PutchwdHc fr-e/j/ofwraoe] 
Canada, and that it is wished to rli T ?'!7 I^"'ver 

and Papineau two other French CsT, i’ ‘or the names of Viger 

would be hoped no doubt tre^te ait^ 

has been created by the first named Q ® Ji''isio» <ban 

*:onge to Messrs. Viger and Panin'eT.. proposed to give the 

“ lapineau, why not also give the co^e to 
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Messrs. Daly and Smith ? Is it because the latter represent Lower Ca- 
nada more than the former 1 Messrs. Viger and Papineau might at least 
invoke the past in their favour, whilst the others have nothing but the 
present, and I leave you to judge what that is. Poor Mr. Viger ! If this 
is the treatment destined for him, treatment which it is said they are ready 
to administer to him, I am not surprised to see, so to speak, that the officers 
of the Government only speak of him with derision. Two men thus 
placed, thus treated, can they exercise a great influence over the deliber- 
ations of the Council, and cause the interests of their countrymen to be 
respected there 1 If that influence is nothing, as must be presumed, after 
the avowal of Mr. Draper, how can Mr. Taschereau who only follows in 
their wake, and to whom moreover the door of the Council is shut, expect 
to do better than them ] What such a state of things would bring us to, or 
rather wbat it would perpetuate, would be to acce[)t office at any price. 
What French Canadians should do above every thing is to remain united 
and to make themselves respected. They will make themselves respected 
in the Council, and will thence exercise the legitimate influence which is 
due to them, not when they are represented there only by the passive instru- 
ments of power, however numerous they may be, but when they shall be 
constitutionally represented there by a Lower Canadian administration 
formed in harmony with principles which public opinion does not repudiate. 
The step taken by Mr. Draper towards you is in every respect similar with 
that which Mr. Sullivan took towards you and me at Quebec in July, 
184?2. It was then acknowledged that the administration of the day which 
was that which Lord Sydenham bequeathed to Sir Charles Bagot, did 
not represent Lower Canada. It was desired as now to add to it one or 
two French names only as French Canadians. You know all that followed, 
I have no occasion to remind you of it. The same scene is on the eve of 
being re-enacted, or 1 am much mistaken ; unless, indeed the system of 
accepting places at all price should, by accomplishing the wishes of the 
office-seekers, throw our countrymen into a deadly division and weakness. 
Lord Metcalfe is the Lord Sydenham, and his successor will be the Sir 
Charles Bagot, I arrive then at a conclusion regarding which you cannot 
misunderstand me. It is, that as regards the Administration, Lower Cana- 
da should have what is granted to Upper Canada — nothing more, hut also 
nothing less. This is the sincere expression of my views. If I am mis- 
taken, the error is mine. I may regret it, without doubt, but come what 
may, I desire above every thing, to remain at peace with my own convic- 
tions, which arc my consciei\cc. 

I cannot close without saying a word upon my position with respect 
to my political friends, I have often said, and I again repeat it, that no 
personal consideration for me should prevent them from forming part of an 
Administration,’ which for Lower Canada should be organized, in accor- 
dance with the constitutional principles which ought to direct our conduct. 
I will never he an instrument to divide my countrymen. If an Adminis- 
tration should be formed which commands my confidence, I will support 
it with all my heart. If that Administration has not my confidence, hut 
possesses that of the majority of my countrymen, being unable to support 
it, I would cheerfully withdraw from the House rather than cause division 
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are persons vvhoffor a Jerlna anT f‘Ce at any price, there 

break the only bond vvhich consthi/re^ advantage, do not fear to 

selves, Ido not wish to b» and I union among our- 

no desire to keen secret mxr tl-. , of the number. Havinty 

make whatever use of this^letterflS thinTbei'^'''''^ ^ 

I am, 

L. H. LAFONTAINE. 



[J^rom ihe Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. W. H. Draper.} 
TRANSLATIO^\ 

Quebec, 17th Sept., 1845. 

month, I promised you that^I "woukrn'lar^ bad with you at Montreal last 
some influential persons, belonvinv to the Cotnmunication with 

purpose of ascertaining whether there wn., l-i f i' Canadian party, for the 

an arrangement under which they mio-ht ho “^ans of efiecting 

administration and to join the nartv nn^ • ^ »i the 

have mformetl you that I had been LdeaL'" % last letter will 

will have acquainted you with the causes cvh’TI beep my promise, and 
army negocialion ; iti only to-darth^ T h conclusion 

of the result of my undertaking, and in dobw J’ou 

Jankness which you have a^S to ex' -Tr ''■“*> 'bat 

you have shown me. ® xpect from me after the confidence 



were in 'beulVS^^ that there 

pper, and that to which I belonc in J owe- P^^ties,— your own in 

the advantages which would result t" th^Pm insisted upon 

Canada in particular, from the Union 5 ,£7""" “> Lower 

onv i.ch would be a strong administration e the result 

me ofu“^‘’"‘-'' or the people throughout tirwhol?'"^ ‘’‘’"b^'once of the 
me of the mischief arising to that porrno^^^ country —You spoke to 

from the isolation from public aflair^ ir. population to which I belonv 

Wbjecw; l»J ten for 

rrangement first mentioned should bp^ rea.'sons for wishing that 
the state of things last referred to. accomplished in order to obviate 

reacPg\,"®reLT^ to be Encountered in 

Cminc.l^'’ ‘b® mostTrious those which 

Council being filled, how was room to be f«„ bi the 

to introduce into it.-— 2nd, Would it ^ be wished 

cerlam influential individuals justly respeSb 'ik"'® ''bandon 

J respected by the party whose support is 
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sought for,*and who yet, from their peculiar position, could not make part 
ot' an Administration so long as His Excellency the present Governor in 
Chief should remain at the head of the Government ? 3rd. There are now 
in the Council individuals with whom the said members it is desirable to in- 
troduce could with difficulty be upon friendly terms. Several other details 
were also touched upon, but as compared with the other difficulties they 
were considered as of little moment and easy to be arranged. 

This view of the subject is that which T presented to those of my friends 
whom I have consulted, and I must at once assure you that I have not met 
with a single one, who did not, like you and me, sincerely desire to see an 
end put to a division 30 contrary to the interests of the country ; all were of 
one mind as to the necessity of a change, and agreed that such change to be 
beneficial ought to be effected by means of a coalition between the two par- 
ties most numerous and influential in either section of the Province, and, I 
have reason to be pleased with the disposition which I have found to en- 
deavour to accomplish this object. 

The desirableness and the necessity of the thing being once admitted, the 
means of accomplishing it were next to be considered, and on this point 
even there was but one opinion. It was admitted as a principle, that the 
administration of affairs (so far as it belongs to the Council) ought to be in 
the hands of the two dominant parties in the two sections of the Province ; 
that the administration ought no more to govern Lower Canada by means 
of a majority drawn from Upper Canada, than it ought to govern Upper Ca- 
nada by the aid of Lower Canada ; that any administration ought to remain 
in power so long only as it should be supported by the majority in each 
section of the Province, respectively ; it was said that things w^ere as they 
ought to be with regard to Upper Canada, where the administration was 
supported by the majority, but that it was not the same in our portion of 
the Province, where the minority only supported the Ministry while the ma- 
jority opposed it ; that there was, nevertheless, no reason why things should 
not be put upon the same footing here as there ; and that this could only be 
done by making such arrangements that the party representing the majority 
here could join the administration upon terms honourable to them and con- 
sistent with their principles. 

No objection is made as to the manner in which the Council is composed 
as far as regards Upper Canada, the same apportionment of powder is de- 
manded for Lower Canada. It is thought that the persons now in office 
ought not to form an obstacle to the desirable arrangement, — since by ac- 
cepting office under the system of Government now established, they must 
have expected and must be willing to resign, from the moment when others 
should, from circumstances, become better able than they to conduct the 
public business advantageously for the country. It is therefore thought that 
if it be necessary to create a greater number of vacancies in the Council than 
was spoken of by us, the interest or personal convenience of those whom 
the change would affect ought not to be taken into consideration, — it is 
maintained that it would be necessary that the offices in question should be 
filled by men who enjoy the confidence of the greatest number and that if 
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measure would be totally useless to the Government at the same time that 
it would be very injurious (in a political point of view) to those who should 
become parties to it. 

I think I am not mistaken when I tell you that such is the opinion of all 
those to whom I have spoken, and this being the case, you will find no per- 
son disposed to lend himself to the arrangement you contemplate, (that of 
putting new men in the seats of the two members who would retire) or, that 
if you find any one willing to d6 so, his services will be of no kind of use to 
you. 

Such is the information I have been able to gather ; I believe it to be con- 
sonant to the opinion of the great majority of those who take part in politics 
in this portion of the Province. The realization of the desired coalition is 
Hot without dithculty but it possible ^ — and if it offers the only means of 
putting an end to our troubles, it must be accomplished. If I could contH- 
bute to bring about such a state of things, I should account myself veiy for- 
tunate, and for this purpose, as for every other which may tend to the wel- 
fare of the country, you may always command my services. 

Trusting that you will have the goodness to pardon the want of arrange- 
ment in this letter, written as it is in the midst of a multitude of business, I 
have the honor to subscribe myself, with the highest consideration and 
^teem, dear Sir, your very humble and devoted servant, 

ED, CARON. 



[From the Hon, W, H, Draper to the Hon, R, E, Caron,^ 

Montreal, 16th October, 18d5. 

My Dear Sir, — You may not have observed by the papers that I 
have been rather more than a month absent on circuit, from which I re- 
turned only yesterday, and you will, I am sure, readily excuse me that I do 
no more at this moment than acknowledge the receij)t of your’s of the 17th, 
and thank you most sincerely for the frank explanations it contains. 

You will feel that some reflection is necessary before I can fully ap- 
preciate how far any exertions of mine are likely to be successful in bring- 
ing to a favourable result the subject of our conference. My heart is 
earnestly engaged in the effort to obtain a result so beneficial : — content 
either to share in the task or to witness its successful accomplishment bj 
others. 

You shall hear from me as soon as I can possibly devote to the subject 
the time its importance demands — for no one will better understand than 
yourself that while individually I am ready to make any effort to attain an 
end I consider so desirable, and for that purpose have fully opened to you 
my desire to learn what prospect there was of success with those with 
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whom you are more particularly connected, I have to secure, much co- 
operation, as well as to enter into much consultation, with those with as 

^ ere I shall be able to reply to you 

in the same spirit as you have so kindly addressed me. ^ ^ ^ 



your’s, 



Believe me, my dear sir, with every sentiment of respect, sincerely 



W. H. DRAPER. 



[.NOT BEFORE PUBLISHED.] 

{From the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine to the Hon. R, E. Caron.) 
^translation. 

Montreal, 20th October, 1845. 

Mr. Draper has been in town since the beginning of last week. 

Aylwfn Ae natIfre"of°t2l°c^^^^^ communicate to Mr. 

..a srs" s 

uw?c.”x,T,f4“ 



Your’i 



(Signed,) 



L. H. LAFONTAINE. 



[not before published.] 

{From the Hmu R. E. Caron to the Hon. L.II. Lafontaine.) 

Quebec^ 24tli OctobGr^ 1S45. 

of a rail-road between Hdif;L^^an?Qud yesterday, on the subject 

pected it was out of my powm to wrS x ^ 

day before that I would. acauit mvwtf tl a’ i of the 

that which I made you some tlme^o of i r^n promise, as well as of 
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something which made me think that our correspondence had got wind, and 
that there were more persons in the secret than those of whom you spoke to 
me in the first instance. I did not take offence at this, because I see nothin*^" 
that can be found fault with in what I have done ; but as I was of opinion th5 
it was better for the success of the undertaking, that the plan should be 
matured before it became too public, I have thought it right to retain the letter 
imtil the arrival of Morin, who has been expected here for some time, and to 
whom I wished to speak of the affair, and deliver the letter according to the 
explanation which he might give me ; but Morin not coming, and your note 
of the 20th calling upon me to keep my promise, I do it very willingly, 
relying entirely upon you as to the use you will make of this letter. 

Since Mr. Draper’s arrival at Montreal, I hare received from him a note, 
in which he acknowledges the receipt of my letter, which had reached him 
only after his return — he thanks me ft)r the frankness with which I hare spoken 
to him ; without expressing an opinion, he tells me that the subject is of the 
highest importance, and requires the most serious consideration ; that before 
replying with the unreservedness I had used towards him, he must take ad- 
vice and reflect ; that as soon as these consultations and reflections shall have 
taken place, I shall have a communication from him, which I will imme- 
diately transmit to you. 

I shall have pleasure in communicating to Aylwin, at the first good oppor- 
tunity, our correspondence, and that whioh I have had with Mr. Draper ; I 
have not yet spoken to him on the subject, because it appeared to me that it 
would come better from you, to whom I had addressed myself, as to the chief 
of the former administration, and chief of the party with which there appeared 
to be a desire to form an alliance. But since you wish it, I will see Aylwin 
1 wished to see him yesterday, but could not meet him. 

As for Messrs. Tasche, Chauveau and Cauchon, whom you mention in your 
note, it is from you or from Morin that the announcenient ought to come • 
when that shall have been done, you may refer them to me, I will give them 
all the information I possess, but I object to taking the first steps ; I am of 
opinion that the thing ought not to be concealed from them, it would be very 
wrong to do so ; but I have my reasons for thinking that the communication 
ought to be made to them by you, or at least by Morin. 

My letter to Mr. Draper will show you that, like yourself, I am of opinion 
that the administration for this part of the Province, ought to be re-constructed 
and that Mr. Draper ought to insist upon the thing. ^ 

Your’s, 

(Signed,) R. E. CARON, 



[XOT BEFORE PUBLISHED.] 

{From the Hon. L. II. Lafoniaine to the lion. R. E. Caron.) 

TRANSLATION. 

Montreal, 26th October, 1846. 

Mt Dear Friend, — I have received your letter, dated the day before yes- 
terday, and the copy of that which you addressed to Mr. Draper on the 17th of 
last month. 



2 
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Morin, who will hand you this letter, will tell you that it is not our corres- 
pondence which has given rise to the articles in the Pilot and the Minerve to 
which you allude. ' 

The negociation with which you have been entrusted by Mr. Draper has 
reached a point at which it ceases to concern me personally. I do not ref^ret 
it, for It relieves me frorn all responsibility ; and as my exclusion from a new 
organization of the Ministry thwarts neither my views nor my tastes, I have 
given my consent to it only the more readily. 

There are, however, two points, in your letter to Mr. Draper, on which T 
must make some remarks, — 



Firstly. On account of the generality of your expressions in some parts 
ot your letter, some persons might, perhaps, give it a meaning different from 
that which you have no doubt intended to attach to it— they migSt perhans in- 
terpret your letter as admitting in principle that a political party, under our pre- 
sentform of Government, ought to sacrifice one of its members when the caprice 
demands it. If such an opinion should be entertained by some 
pei^,ons of our party I wish to seize this opportunity to declare that that opinion 
IS not mine. A po itical party may demand sacrifices from one of its Sbe™ 
but It ought never to immolate him to the rancour or caprices of a Governor. / 

Secondly.— The part of the same letter in which you speak of the entiitv 
of calling the minority to the direction of alfairs, seems to riquire expWtion. 
From Its \yordmg, it appears to me to contnulict, in some degree what von had 
already said ou the same subject in another p^rt of your fette;. MorT will 
commumeate to you the objection which I made to the wording of this passage. 



Your Friend, 



(Signed) L. H. LAFONTAINE. 



[From the Hon, W, H. Draper to the Hon, R, E, Caron.'] 
Confidential. 

Montreal, Noy. 19 , 1845 . 

In ^fler the kind confidence you have placed 

in me expect to hear again from me what, under all circumstances I E 
should be attempted, in order to accomplish the single end we haVe pro 
posed to ourselves, viz., to facilitate the formation of a Government Xh 
would possess t,ie confidence of the country generally. I have reflected 

s mS“S 

"'Ki 

I feel sensibly that there are obligations which as a politician and a 
man of honour, I cannot throw aside as regards others —while on ihe 
other hand, I feel free to expect from others that which, on public grounds, . 
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I am prepared to do. Now I am, as I told you, ready to make way as 
regards my own office. I do not value public life enough to c/mo- to it or 
to take any course but that which I can openly justify to remain ?n it. ^ So 
much for myself. 

I have felt our Council required to be strengthened, and that the offices 
of Speaker of the Legislative Council and President of the Executive 
Council might be united as a public saving in furtherance of my design. 

The position of Mr. Viger, I feel entitles him to eveiy possible con- 
sideration on my part. Every regard to his feelings and his wishes should, 
and must be, (as I am sure you will feel,) shewn by me. But I will not 
conceal from you, nor indeed have I, that I have long viewed his retirement 
from the position he occupies as essential to the strengthening of the Govern- 
ment. The mode of effecting it is another consideration. 

As to my other Lower Canada colleagues, Messrs. Daly, Papineau and 
Smith, I can state to you what I believe to be their feehngs, especially the 
two former. They are not anxious to stick to office, to embarrass the 
present or any future Governor in reforming his Council. With JMr. 
Papineau I have often held conversations, from which I feel certain that he 
would not hesitate a moment between retiring to benefit his country, and 
remaining to create difficulty. With regard to Mr. Smith, I have held no 
conversation with him on the possible question of his retirement. 

1 can answer for Mr. Morris and Mr. Cayley, as for myself, that our 
holding office is dependent, on our doing so on terms which will not com- 
promise our characters as individuals, and will be of public service. If 
either of these grounds fail, we would retire. No difficulty can arise with 
either of us in making any arrangements for a good government. 

This being premised, I wish now to put to you this question, to pre- 
vent all misunderstanding hereafter, and to enable me to act fairly in the 

matter towards those with whom and through whom I have to act as I 

intimated to you in my last, — What offices would require to be vacated, 
or what changes made in the present Administration, in order to satisfy the 
just expectations of the French Canadians generally, and to secure their 
support 1” I do not ask you to name — as the time for such a proposition 
has not arrived, nor would this be the way to make it. But if I can state 
distinctly what is expected as the si/ie qua non, I am in a position to lay 
the case fairly before the proper parties, and to consult with them all as to 
what we will advise. You will, I am sure, see I cannot otherwise act an 
honourable part to my colleagues. 

Hitherto our communications have been of a character confined to 
ourselves. From my esteem for your character, and my confidence in 
your judgment, and, from the high position you hold, I sought an explana- 
tion that I might — opening my own views — ascertain (if you felt riffht to 
communicate yours,) what prospect there was of a rapprochement. So far 
our confidence I believe has been mutual. Your last letter contains a frank 
•and interesting expose of the general view of yourself and political friends. 

2 * 
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I can now go forward the moment I have your answer ; but as my course 
forward is to lay the question before the Governor and my colleagues I can- 
not do this, involving your name, without full consent, and, added to it, the 
expression of your opinion on the question I have put as to the necessary 
changes. 

Believe me, &c. 



{From the Hon* A, M, Morin to the Hon. R. E. Caron.y 

TRANSLATION. 

Montreal, 24th Nov. 1845. 

Dear Sir, and Friend, — Our friend to whom your last letter was 
addressed, does not intend to take upon liimself to reply to it, and that not 
from any motive of a personal nature towards you, tor you know to the 
contrary, but because in the present aspect of affairs, bethinks it proper 
for him to abstain from taking any active part in the business; and he tells 
me that he intimated as much to you in his last letter. His advice, how- 
ever, I am assured, will not be withheld from ns, and it is only after a long 
conversation with him that I write to you. 

My first intention was to write you a long letter, containing the result of 
that conversation ; but you know that for a letter of any length, I am 
obliged to employ another hand ; I do so even in this instance, suffering 
from rheumatism at this moment. 

We thought afterwards that a letter wmuld afford a very imperfect means 
of communication. For this reason, in spite of the advanced season, it is 
perhaps of the highest importance that you should come to Montreal, more, 
even, for the purpose of having a clear understanding with your principal 
correspondent, than to learn what we ourselves think — if you cannot come, 
I shall be under the necessity of writing ihe letter I intended to write. But 
we think that in any event an interview with your correspondent would 
obviate many of the dangers which attend writing, and would afford you 
Ihe means of discussing the subject more thoroughly and more amply. 

Our principal remark on the whole, is that your correspondent has 
changed his ground, that he has almost resumed, although on a larger scale, 
the position which he held before your letter ; that he wishes to make us 
responsible for a portion of the subject with which we do not interfere, and 
that he proceeds still by names and exceptions, instead of placing the two 
contracting parties on a footing of equality, and of admitting that the position 
to be held by each results from the support they respectively receive from 
their friends. 

This is the best I can say to you in brief and in this form. If you will 
1)6 so good as to let me know your determination, I will give it effect with 
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all speed, and in all sincerity. If, as implied in the last letter of vour cor- 
respondent, you are to be the principal in this afTair, we shall rejoice at it. 

Believe me, very sincerely, your friend, 

(Signed) A. N. MORIN. 



[not before published.] 

{From the lion, A. N, Morin to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 

IVIoNTREAL, 24lh November, 1845. 

Dear Sir & Friend, — Since the enclosed* has been written and sealed, 
some one has conveyed to Mr. Lafontaine the following lines : 

a Mr. ’s compliments to Mr. Lafontaine, and begs to inform 

him that Ilis Excellency the Governor. General has received dispatches last 
evening ordering him home — he leaves on Wednesday.” 

Thus, it is, perhaps, prudent on your part to temporize, by restoring your 
man to the position in which you placed him.' Perhaps, also, on his, side, he 
will think proper to postpone the subject. In any case, we persist in thinking 
that your presence at Montreal is very much to be desired. I forgot to inform 
you that the rumor of the departure of the Governor was known from another 
source at the office of the Pilot this morning. Is it the War, or a conviction 
that afi’airs cannot go on any longer, even in ordinary times ? 

Your Friend, 

(Sighed) A. N. MORIN. 



(From the Hon, IF. Jl. Draper to the Hon. R.E, Caron.) 

Monday, 24th November, 1845. 

private. 

My dear Sir, — I have just returned from Monklands. — Her Majesty has been 
pleased to give Lord Metcalfe authority to give up the administration of the 
affairs of the Province into the hands of Earl Cathcart, temporarily until a 
successor can be appointed. — His Excellency means to avail himself of the 
permission, and to leave for England on Wednesday. — This may affect your 
view of my note to you, and I think it right to give you prompt intimation. 

Your’s faithfully and sincerely, 

W. H. DRAPER. 

The last mail brings news of several thousand pounds for the Quebec 
sufferers. 
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[not before published.] 

{From the Hon. R, E. Caro?i to the Hon. .4. N. Morin.) 

TRANSLATION. , 

Quebec, 25th November, 1845. 

My Dear Sir and Friend, — I have received your two letters dated yester- 
day ; they informed me of the departure of the Governor as to-morrow. This 
event, which I expected, and which could not have been delayed, confirms 
me in the line of conduct which 1 had proposed to myself to follow. I have 
told you from the beginning, and I think I have written it, that all I intended 
to do in receiving the communications which were made to me was to trans- 
mit them to those whom I considered most likely to know the opinions of the 
party which it w^as desired to win back, and to which overtures were made. I 
willingly undeilook the oliice of a mediator between the recognized leaders 
of that party and the administration, or rather one of the members of the admi- 
nistration, because I thought I perceived temporary difficulties which prevented 
these communications from being made directly. I never understood that I 
was charged with the formation of an administration, and in fact I have never 
been charged with it, either directly or indirectly ; and I think also I told you 
that if the thing were proposed to me, I should refuse it, and certainly I 
should have done so. On receiving the last letter from Draper, I immediately 
transmitted it without comment to Lafontaine, in order to know from him and 
from you what answer w-as to be given to it ; but as I foresaw what has'ffiap- 
pened, the departure of the Governor, I was quite determined not to go any 
further in the business for the moment, feeling sure that the reasons which 
had caused me to figure in it were soon about to disappear, and that the 
present administration could very soon treat without any difficulty with the 
persons who alone are competent to make the necessary changes in it, I 
allude to Lafontaine, to you, and to the rest of your former colleagues to whom 
the satisfaction is due, and to whom it belongs, to say how it should be made» 
For me to reniain longer on the scene would be to retard and complicate your 
operations, it is you, now, who must be applied to, and I am so convinced of 
thatbemg the course to be pursued, that I shall write immediately to Mr^ 
Draper to that efiect. I act thus in justice fo you, assuring you at the same 
time that if you think my assistance can be of use to you in any way, it shall 
not fail you, and that you will always find me ready to help you by all the 
means in my power. ^ 

According to these views, you see that my presence in Montreal would 
be useless, and besides, I could not leave this before two or three days ; you 
see also, by what precedes, thai you have no cause to fear my spoiling things 
by going too fast or too far. j i ^ ^ 

In the steps which you will have to adopt, it will perhaps be of some use 
to you to know that iil the letters which I have written and in those which I 
havertransmitted or communicated to you, is found all that has passed between 
Mr. Draper and myself on the subject wliich has occupied us. 

In the first of our letters you ask me to make known to you my determi- 
nation, I will tell you that I had not formed any, that that which I might have 
t^o^rmlny suitable, and that now I do not think it necessary 

. -k the confidence you shew me when you say that if I am 

10 be the principal in this aflair you will rejoice at it, and it is without flattery 
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and in all sincerity that I tell you that the thing can only go on well if con- 
ducted by you and Lafontaine, and that it is this conviction which has brought 
me to the determination not to meddle with it in any way, unless it be to 
assist you if it is in my power. 

I am, &c., your’s, 

(Signed.) ED. CARON. 



{From ihe Hon, W. IL Draper io ihe Hon, R, E, Caron,) 
Confidential. 

Montreal, 26th Nov. 1845. 

My Dear Sir, — The departure of Lord Metcalfe took place this morn- 
ing. Although this change in no respect alters the opinion I entertain on 
the necessity of strengthening the local Administration, it materially alters 
the position in which I am and may be placed, and still more the powers I 
may have to effect anything beneficial and satisfactory. 

I felt it my duty on Monday — the day on which I had the first official 
communication of His Lordship’s intention — to apprize you of it, and in 
the same spirit I mention to you how I feel my position affected, as you 
have a right to expect from me the earliest intimation of every thing which 
may infiuence your own opinions and actions in this matter. 

Believe me, &c. 

W. H. DRAPER. 



\_From ihe Hon, R, E, Caron to ihe Hon, W, H. Draper, 
Translation. 

Quebec, 26th November, 1845. 

Dear Sir, — I have received your note of the 24th. At the same time 
that you inform me of His Excellency’s departure, you say, that you has- 
ten to give me the information, because the news may perhaps change my 
views as to the nature of the last letter you wrote me. The opinion you 
have formed is perfectly correct, and the departure of His Excellency must 
indeed change my position. 

You know that in the communications which have passed between us, I 
have not acted as the leader of a party ; I have only lent myself, and that 
most willingly, as an intermediary between those whom our party regards 
as its leaders^ and yourself, in order to forward to them the commu- 
nications you made to me, and also to transmit to you their views and 
their ideas upon the subject on which we were engaged. In per 



20 



forming tlie task I undertook, I have not concealed from you my own 
opinions, but they have formed but a secondary consideration, and my 
object has constantly been to let you know what was desired and demanded 
by the leaders of the party with whom you wished to negotiate an agree- 
ment. I lent my aid for this purpose, solely because I knew that there existed 
for the moment obstacles which made it impossible that any communication 
should easily be made directly between the administration and those with 
whom it was necessary to communicate in order to attain the desired 
end. It seems to me that these obstacles exist no longer, and cannot again 
arise, and consequently, that my mission must cease with the causes out of 
which it arose, 

I should, nevcrtlieless, he sorry that you should infer from this, that I 
refuse my aid towards an arrangement which we both desire ; far from this, 

I am ready to do all in my power to facilitate it, and to hasten its conclu- 
sion. But as you have upon the spot those gentlemen on whom the success 
of the arrangement mainly depends, it would be more proper, more easy, 
and more expeditious to treat directly with them, at the same time, that I 
invite you to use no ceremony with me, and to point out to me freely in 
what way I can be useful. 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Very Sincerely Your’s, 

ED. CARON. 



[not before published.] 

(^Pro^n ike Hon. R. E, Caron to the Hon* L. II. Lafontaine.) 

TRANS Li TION. 

Quebec, 6th February, 1S46. 

Dear Friend, — I now acquit myself of my promise to send you copies 
oi the letters which were wanting to complete the correspondence which has 
taken place between you and me and between Mr. Draper and me. 

I rely on your discretion as to the use you will make of a correspondence 
commenced with the understanding that it should he confidential. I do not 
intend, however, to deprive you of the advantage which it might procure you, 
and I do not at all shrink from the resiionsibility of what I have written, and 
suggested ; but I have a right to expect that you will not make of all this a 
subject ot discussion in the newspapers. 



I am, dear friend, your’s, 
(Signed) 



E. CARON. 
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[not before published.] 

{From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon, L, //. Lafontaine*) 

TRANSLATION. 

Montreal, 10th March, 184 O’. 

My Dear Friend, — I am on the point of going into the country, from 
which I shall not return until Thursday evening. I'hinking that perhaps you 
would like to have, before that time, my answer on the subject which occupied, 
us on Sunday, I write you tliese lines, which contain what 1 think of the pro- 
posal you then made me to give publicity, either in my own name or otherwise, 
to the entire correspondence between Mr. Draper ana me, and between you 
and me, since the month of September last. 

I have given much attention to this proposal, and I have done so with a 
sincere desire to be able to come to the conclusion which you seem to wish, 
namely, that of giving my consent to such publication ; but I regret to say that 
I have not yet been able to convince myself of the propriety of such a, step, 
and of the advantages which might result from it. As to doing the thing in 
my name, I see nothing which could, on my part, justify such an action ; as 
to ever giving my consent to it, the circumstances and the understanding in 
which this correspondence was begun and continued, make me think that I 
cannot do so with propriety. 

I have not failed to reflect on the pretence which you put forth, that the 
correspondence in question having been conducted by me as an intermediate 
party only, was rather yours than mine, and that you have, therefore, a ri^ht 
to make such use of it as you think proper. I must admit that 1 would find this 
unanswerable if, in opening this correspondence with me, you had not yielded, 
tacitly at first and afterwards expressly to the condition imposed by me, that in 
case of failure the matter should remain between ourselves. Notwithstanding 
this, you may be right, and I leave you to judge. If your position is correct, 
you have no need of my consent ; if you make the publication in virtue of the 
right you pretend to have^ I reserve to myself that of saying that you have 
acted without my sanction and against my advice. If you decide on publish- 
ing, there are in my letters several parts which should be left out, your excel- 
lent judgment will point out these to you. Whatever may be the determina- 
tion to which you come, I flatter myself our mutual friendship and esteem will 
not suffer in the least, and that you will consider me as heretofore. 

Your devoted confrere and friend, 

ED. CARON. 



[not before published.] 

(Prom the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 
translation. 

Montreal, 11th March, 1846. 

My dear Frifjjd, — Your letter of yesterday’s date, was not handed to me 
until quite late the same day, that is to say, after the adjournment of the Court 
of Appeals, where I had the pleasure of seeing you. 
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Before airswenng this letter at length, in the event of my thinking proper to 
do so as well for the purpose of rectifying some inaccuracies, as for tLt of 
asserting a claim to that justice which is due to my friends and to myself- 
to inform me, if your refusal to consent to what you 
call the publicity of the correspondence in question, extends to all possible 
cases m which I might, m accordance with constitutional usages, especially 
of thf' cont°’7 ‘¥ House of Assembly, be called upon to speak 

rlJfi t that kind, you think you have a 

ii^ht to require that I should preserve silence as to the contents of this corres- 
pondence, so absolutely as to have no discretion to exercise in this rLpect 
either m my own personal interest, or in that of the party to which I be&ng! 



Your’s 



L. II. LAFONTAINE. 



translation. 



[not before published.] 



(^From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. L. II. Lafontaine.) 

Montreal, 16th March, 1846. 

•or.. „^i'^ After the conference we had on Sunday last, I think 

we understand each other perfectly as to the use which you may make of our 
correspondence ; therefore it is scarcely necessary to inform tou Treply to 
your letter of the 11th called forth by mine of the day before^?L the rffi 
on my part, contained in the latter, to consent to what I miff ht have called 
feS? ®®‘™spon<>ence in question, does not ex- 

Tails aiXsnectollvIfv™ according to constitutional 

hT^niiJi ®*P®°*nlly in vour capacity of Member of the House of Assembly 

fto^St Ts fchT'^ correspondence, but that it is distinctiy rder: 

st^a mat m such a case I by no means claim the riffht to exact that vou 

cSrfvorhaveS , correspondence, that on the 

^ exercise in this respect a judicious discretion 

tu well in your own interest as in that of the party tLhicli you belong ’ 



Your’i 



ED. CARON. 



(From the Hon. IV. H. Draper to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 
Private. 

Montreal, 19th March, 1846. 

received your note of this date, informing 
wri.tPn ! communications, partly verbal and partly 

niiblir- between US in relation to the administration of 

C ™!!? ' c province, and the introduction into office of gentlemen, 
of roncnit* ’ ^ origin, that you had, from the necessity 

mg vvi h the chiefs of the party with whom you were connected, 
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transmitted to them my letters addressed to you ; that these letters are now 
actually in the possession of your friends, to whom you had sent them ; 
that you are ignorant what use they may iutend to make of them, but, anti- 
cipating that they may possibly make them public, you felt it your duty to 
communicate the fact to me, that, in case our correspondence should be- 
come public, I might know under what circumstances it had passed out of 
your hands. 

Our communications began by a conversation, sought for on my part 
with you, in which I expressed my desire to ascertain (if you thought fit to 
place that confidence in me) whether the obstacles in the way of bringing 
into office gentlemen such as yourself were not to be surmounted, and I 
said that unless gentlemen of opposite parties could place sufficient reli- 
ance on each other’s honour and character, to converse frankly and confi- 
dentially on such a subject, there could be no means of ascertaining their 
respective opinions, or whether any “ rapprochemenV'^ between them was 
possible. I understood you to assent to this proposition, and I then discus- 
sed with you my views as to the state of political parties, and the pos- 
sibility of bringing the French Canadian party into a position hy which they 
would exercise a just share in administering public affairs. You made me 
aware that you must confer with others before you could inform me what 
probability there was that any result could be attained# To such confe- 
rence, however, I was no party — to this moment I do not know the names 
of the parties with whom it w^as to be held — nor, so far as you informed 
me, was my name to be made use of. 

The letters which I addressed to you, in furtherance of our conversation^ 
were, on my part, certainly written in the same spirit of confidence which 
as I understood was to govern our conversation. They were all, if I 
mistake not, marked in a manner unequivocally to shew this, — in fact, as 
strongly as is consistent with a proper regard of what is due, and should 
be leftj to the honour of a gentleman. 

The course which your friends, in whose hands you had placed these let- 
ters, may take in forcing you into the position of being a party to making 
that public which was confidential, and communicated in reliance on your 
character, is a matter in respect to which I do not feel I have anything to 
do. It of course, rests between you and them. As regards myself, 1 must 
observe that I never supposed, nor did you, until your note of this morning, 
ever intimate to me that you had placed the letters, which I addressed to 
you, out of your own control, or even that you had put it into the power of 
any third party to violate the confidence we had placed in each other. On 
my part, I can assure you, I had invariably taken care, in all communica- 
tions with others to which the subject matter of our correspondence gave 
rise, to secure that your name should not be brought into question. 

I have felt it due to myself to make this reply to your note, that the opi- 
nion I entertain of the character of our communications may be known to 



you as soon as possible after I am apprized of the position in which you are 
placed with your own friends in regard to it. 



Believe me, &c. 



W. H. DRAPER. 



{From the Hon, R. E, Caron to the Hon, W, H, Draper,) 
Tetu’s Hotel, 19th March, 1846. 

Dear Sir, — The object I had in view in the communications which 
have passed between us, was, — as I have frequently told you in writing and 
personally, — to make you acquainted with the views and opinions of my 
political friends, in order to see whether it might not be possible to come to 
an arrangement with them — in order to fulfil the mission I had undertaken, 
it was absolutely necessary to consult the leaders of the party with whom 
I had to negotiate. As many of them lived at a distance,*^ I adopted, as 
the easiest and most open mode of communication, the plan of sending to 
them both your letters and my own, as they were exchanged between us. 
It thus happens that the important part of our correspondence is now in the 
possession of the friends to whom I sent it. I am not aware what use they 
intend to make or can make of these documents, but anticipating the possi- 
bility of their using them and making them public, I think it my duty to 
mention the fact to you, in order that if our correspondence should become 
public you may know under what circumstances the thing took place, and 
how and why the papers that compose it passed out of my hands. 

I am, as ever. 

Dear Sir, your’s, 

E. CARON. 



[Hoyi. L, H, Lafontaine to the lion. It E. Caron.] 

Sunday, 22d March, 8 p. m. 

My dear friend, 

I called at your hotel — you were not in — I leave with you a summary which 
1 nave just drawn. I have not read it a second time, expecting to read it with 
you. Do me the favor to return it to-morrow morning early, and to state whe- 
ther his mode suits you— -I believe it is the best. 



Your’s truly, 



L. H. LAFONTAINE. 



r 
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[not before published.] 

(From the Ilcm, R, E, Caron to the Hon, L. IL Lofontaine,) 
translation. 

Monday Morning, 23d March, 1846. 

My dear Friend, — Your abstract of my two first letters does not please me 
at all ; the form which you give to these communications is too solemn — too 
little in accordance with the tone of mind in which they were written. 

I repeat it, I shall regret the necessity which will have forced you to put 
before the public a correspondence conducted, on my part, without he least 
thought of its being destined for publication ; but if, in the judicious discretion 
that you have to exercise on the subject, you think proper to make my letters 
public, I prefer that they should be shown such as I wrote them, although in 
point of style they may not be what I would wish, and although they contain 
things which they would not have contained if they had not been addressed 
lo an intimate friend, out of whose hands I did not expect they would pass. 

These things, which you will easily distinguish, you will perhaps do me 
the justice to omit, not because I think I have written what is not true, but 
because all truths are not to be spoken at all times. 

I am, dear Sir, your’s, 

(Signed,) R. E. CARON. 



[not before published.] 

(From the lion, R. E, Caron to the lion, L, U, La/o7Uaine,) 



translation. 

Monday, 6th April, 1846. 

My dear Sir,— In returning you the papers which you had the kindness to 
lend me yesterday, I must inform you of the determination to which 1 have come 
of publishing myself and in my name the correspondence m question. 

mat has passed within these few days causes me to look upon this step as 
indispensable, both as regards myself and in the inteiest of those who have 
taken part in it 



I would not have adopted this determination without consulting you and obtain- 
ing, before putting it into execution, your consent and that of Moiin, if th» 
opinions of both of you on this subject were not perfectly well known to me. 

Tn makino- this publication I .shall confine myself, of course, to the serious 
and important part of our corre.spon<lence leavmg 
notes exchanged between us ; unless indeed there should be some 
would like to make known, and which in that case I beg you to point out to me. 

I would submit to you also the propriety of leaving out of 
part in which you cite, in suppoit of the principles you put forth, the 
& several individuals occupying elevated stations m society and for whom it 
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mignt be disagreeable to be thus dragged before the public, and that without 
any great necessity, since your principles are sufficiently incontestable to har e 
no need of being sustained by the examples which you cite. I will do how! 
ever, as you please in this respect.-I will publish the whole if you ’do not 
authorize me to leave out the part in question. ^ ““ 



I am very sincerely, 



Your’s, 



K. CARON. 



(Frovi the Hon. L. H. Lafontaine to the Hm. R. E. Caron.) 

TRANSLATION. 

Montreal, 6th April, 1846. 

emba^rIs?ment.®'”khmS!^^^^ ^ 

than ever of a parliamentary 

had latterly looked at it in another point of view If J bavp r ^ 

view notwithstonding all that has taken placlffi ParllmenS^^^^^^ 
ment, among the friends of the party to v4ich I belong, * T ‘ 

You adrnit, now, the principle on which I had proposal to mvself to act • van 
even claim a right to do it independently yourself—ari^ht wh^!h l l 

I am, very sincerely, 

our devoted Servant, 

L. H. LAFONTAINE. 



(From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. W. H. Draper.) 

Montreal, April, 6, 1846. 

Dear Sir,— The correspondence which passed between us and as a 
should be judged of and tctdin^ffi 



“ "P»"' "'“'I' ™« l» ».«» or loro 

..is :sz:z .I zr irfr.;: r “ ■» ,» -f » -o> 

Ihatu .hould be at once nnbli.het] and thaiS i!^'^ coirespondence 

o-lSZ-:L*abw!,;£~^ 

IS— '» whSrr.z'disz 

wish to the contrary, of which you will please to inform nw. ^ ' 

Waiting your answer, I have the honor to subscribe myself, 

Dear Sir, 

YoUr ver}" devoted servant, 

E. CARON. 



[not before published.] 

(From the lion. W. II Draper to the Hon. R. E. Caron.) 

Montreal, 6th April, 1846. 

r answering your note of this morning from the 

necesfily of consulting some friends, as to the course I ought to take. A new 
feature has just presented itself. Mr. Lafontaine has, a few minutes a<^o 
fo'tS HonsP he will communicate the correspondence he iTas 

Ind • ‘ i^"'T portion of the corre.spondence between you 

Mv c3tnf n r ^ ‘rtssume that all that has been written is not. 
tmv pW- "" IS now quite unnece.ssary, and lam, onthecon- 

° 1 you to allow me to make public anything you and I have 

iMerchanged, winch Mr. Lafontaine either may not dhoose” 'or may not be 
able, fiom npt possessing it, to communicate. ^ 

I am told that it has been asserted that some letter of Mr. Lafontaine to you 
communicated to me, and that I answered it. I wish Vour 
auTnont> tor stating that yon never communicated to me, either Mr. Lafon- 
allies letter, or that of any other person relating to this matter, otherwise 
tioTof d^Ln September last may be considered communica- 

^oiir answer before the House meet to^-morrow will oblige 
Your, my dear Sir, 

Very faithfully, 



W. H. DRAPER. 
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(From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon, W. II, Hrajyer,) 

Montreal, 7ih April, 184<6. 

Dear Sir, — Before replying to yonr note of yesterday evening, I must 
inform you that at the same time that I wrote to you in the morning to 
inform you of my wish to publish our correspondence, I wTote also to Mr. 
Lafontaine, not for the purpose of asking his consent, for I knew that he 
wished for such publication, but to let him know that I had decided, under 
the new circumstances of the case, to do of my own accord, what I had 
before declined to permit. 

In a note received from Mr. Lafontaine, in answer to mme, he has given 
me to understand, that my determination myself to publish it, was regarded 
as an abandonment of my opposition to the publication of the correspon- 
dence by others. It is, in all probability, in consequence of this mode of 
looking at the matter, that Mr. Lafontaine, now considers himself at liberty 
to do that which he was not at liberty to do before, and it is for this reason, 
I suppose, that he has given the notice of which you inform me in your note. 
However this may be, I have thought it right to put you in possession of the 
facts, and to acquaint you that I have no participation in this proceeding. 

I pass now to the contents of your letter. 

The portion of your correspondence which is in Mr. Lafontaine’s posses- 
sion, consists, if I mistake not, in the following documents: — 

1st. — Two letters written by me to that gentleman, and dated respectively, 
the 7th and 8th of September, containing the substance of our conversation 
at Montreal, in the preceding August. 

2ndly. — Your letter of the 16lh October, in answer to mine of the 17th 
September. 

3rdly. — My own letter of the 17th September. 

4thly Your other letter of the 19th November, being a further reply to 
mine of the 17th September. 

5thly. — The letter I wrote you on the 26th November. 

The rest of my correspondence which is out of my possession, consists of 
several letters written by me on the subject in question to Messrs. Lafon- 
taine and Morin, or which I have received from them. These letters have 
in fact formed the basis, in part of the communications I have made to 
you, and these gentlemen were the friends of whom I spoke in my letters to 
you ; — but you never saw their letters, or mine to them, and their names 
were never mentioned to you, except that of Mr. Lafontaine in my letter of 
the 17th of September. 
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I therefore willingly give you the authority you ask for, to contradict In 
my name, any report which may tend to induce a belief, that some of Mr* 

Lafontaines’s letters were sent or communicated to you, and that you 
« replied to them.” The letter of the 17th September contains all the infor- 
mation derived from them, which has been communicated by me to you. 
That letter speaks for itself. 

You are also authorized to make public such portions of our correspon- 
dence as you may think proper, and which Mr* Lafontaine may not wish 
or may not have it in his power to publish. 

Hoping that this answer will be satisfactory to you, I subscribe myself,. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very devoted servant, 

ED. CARON. 



[not beforb published.] 

{From the Hon. R. E. Caron to the Hon. L. H, Lafontaine.) 



TIUNILATION. 



Tubsdat mornino, 7th April, 1846. 



My de\r Sir — I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, only 
lor the purpose of preventing your inferring from my silence that I acquiesce 
fnihennoe it chains am, on the contrary of opmion that you give to 
mv letter of Monday an interpretation of which it is not ^usceptible, and that 
yoVclaim the benefit of an imaginary admission which is not to be found m 
that letter. 

Tins is not the first time we hare differed in opinion, I wish most .inoerely 
that it may be the last. 

In thi. hope I subscribe myself, 

Tow’., 



R. E. CAR05. 
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abstract 

Of the Correspondence, both verbal and written, which has taken pla^ 

ber following. 

i: ;S'lTcin"i1nV.o^^^ .ha h. mil ... 

N«„ tarn M., C™, me««»Ins .h.. he «e.U ^e .p •• «<-«<->■ “o” 

give bis aiiiwer. 

.VuGUST.— Conversation at ^ontred^ n^wluoh^^ 

SEPTEMBER 7 TH.-Letter to Mr. Lafontaine, containing an atstractof the ahov 
conversation. 

September 8TU.-Another letter to 

plaining the hrst, ^"/V ", ,s of a confidential nature ; 

lot tdl you that my W and such other fnends 

that it is to be coramunwa ecl m^^^^^ ^ 

r’Vir TwoM be better for all parties that it should remain. 

between iis» 

S.„„.„s™._ria. leue... M„ Bape-, ihl-l.« hla.I .he h»,..«. 

being in progress. 

S.™.» )»r„.-A.a..r fjjm » .n'.hj. ef 

comes down to Quebec, . several explanations, of winch 

Mr. Lafontaine, tte latter, which explanations, 

a^i:ir"uan:’lK^ the basis of the letter written to 

Mforaper on the mh September.) 

s„„„» hSiT J43a Si' S' -“3 

Mr. Lafontaine, ^ should have possession of 

El.». th?S «f •PPPkihS 

Oc„„. Ihx».-h^». <T “ °' 

the 17th September. 
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in the Minerve and the Pilot, which shewed that the affair had been [ 

communicated to more persons than had been agreed upon. (The } 

letter of the 17th is then sent to Mr. Lafontaine, to whom the obser- 
vance of great discretion is again recommended.) 

October 26th Letter frqm Mr. Lafontaine, acknowledging the receipt of the 

preceding, as well as of Mr. Draper’s answer of the 16th October, and 
says — that what appeared in the Minerve and the Pilot had no refer- 
ence to the affair in question. (About this time the Editor of the Pilot i 

comes to Quebec, and tells Mr. Caron that he has seen all the corres- i, 

pondence.) j 

November 19tii. — Second letter from Mr. Draper, in answer to that of the 17th | 

September, and promised in his letter of the 16th of October previous, ' 

w'hich was not marked either private or confidential ; this letter of the 
19th November, marked confidential, is sent, like the other, to Mr. 
Lafontaine. 

November 24th. — Letter from Mr. Morin, announcing that Mr. Lafontaine ■ 

withdraws himself from the affair — he promises a long letter which \ 

has not been sent — makes, some observations on Mr. Draper’s letter — | 

begs Mr. Caron to cohie to Montreal, for the purpose of having an \ 

explanation with his correspondent— wishes to know what decision ! 

Mr. Caron has come to, without speaking of his owm, which he re- i 

serves to, himself the right of giving afterwards, and promises that 
although Mr. Lafontaine had withdrawn from the affair^ his advice 
would not be withheld. 

November 24. — Another Letter from Mr. Morin announcing the departure of the 

Governor Lord Metcalfe, recommends prudence in consequence of * 

this event, and again urges Mr. Caron to come to Montreal. 

November, 24. — Note from Mr. Draper announcing also the departure of Lord 
Metcalfe, and saying that he gives this information in case this event 
should have the effect of changing Mr. Caron’s opinions on the subject 
of the correspondence which had previously taken place. 

November 25. — Letter from Mr. Caron to Mr. Morin announcing that Mr. Caron’s 
mission is ended, that he informs Mr. Draper thereof, and that he will 
not go to Montreal. 

November 26. — Letter to Mr. Draper informing him that Mr. Caron withdraws 
from the affair, and referring him to the leaders of the party who have 
been consulted, in Montreal. 

February 19, 1846.— Note to Mr. Lafontaine accompanying copy of some parts 
of the correspondence Avhich was not in his possession and which 
he had requested. Mr. Caron tells him that he relies on his discretion 
as to the use he will make of the letters to him transmitted, 

March. — Mr. Caron meets in Montreal, in the Court House, Mr. Lafontaine 
who at once gives him to understand that he proposes publishing the 
correspondence. Mr. Caron expresses his surprise, and to come to an 
understanding on that point, an appointment is agreed upon for the 
next day at Mr. Lafontaine’s, at which Mr. Morin was to be present. 

Mr. Caron proceeded the next day to the place appointed, and met 
Messrs. Lafontaine and Morin. Mr. Lafontaine appeared at once pre- 
pared without any previous consultation to write the order and the 
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mode in which the publication was to be made. Objection on Mr. 
Caron’s part pretending : 

lo. That he denied the right to publish without his consent. 

2o That he would refuse to give that consent until it was shown to 
him— first that he could do it without impropriety and m justice to the 
tVior rtnrtv and secondly that the country would be benefitted there- 
other pa > , offered by Messrs. Lafontaine and Morin appear- 

ter, and to give his answer thereafter. 

dence while Mr. Caorn was but their agent (pretention put >|l 
against his advice. 

•.T lift, T Piter from Mr. Lafontaine announcing a more lengthy an^er to 

pf Mr'caln to cotenfto t/fe JuW of the correspmrdence es- 

3togto“cSS 

Sen of the House, be oAmnn vfou to speak of iluit correspon 
dence, 

-I >1 A NotP to Mr T.afontaine, in answer to the above by 

Silirsi™ t" SiiC'Zd StStim 

00566’,” ‘‘ con5<r^2«^i07^i«^50g , rjii gf the answer was* that 

wise giving pifohcity t similar nature, answered that he 

lieve that the other cases \ e ^ remain silent in the case 

certainly would not exp Whereupon it was proposed by Mr. 

„ted .or »y '"f .tll,/ lO* Mf"- 

Lafontaine to Mr. Laron, lo .. that he would think 

,m ,3, 3h. d "n.“ AdKtS W..„ h. »ouU tai* • 
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correspondence^ hut that it is distinctly understood that in such cases, 
by no means claim the right to exact that you shoidd presei've 
silence as to the contents of that correspondence, that on the contrary 
you have full liberty to exercise in this respect a judicious discretion 
as well in your own interest as in that of the party to which you 
belong, 

March 19tii. — Letter from Mr. Draper in answer to tlie preceding, in which 
he complains strongly of his letters having been transmitted to third 
persons without his consent. 

March 19th. — Letter from Mr Caron to Mr. Draper, infonning him that some 
of his letters and of Mr. Caron’s letters had been sent to the friends 
whom the latter had consulted, saying that he had considered tins 
mode of communication the easiest, owing to his residing at a dis- 
tance, and adding that he does not know what use they will make 
of them 5 but that he thinks it his duty to give him this notice, in 
order that, in the event of these letters being made public, he (Mr. 
Draper) may know how and why they have gone out of his (Mr. 
Caron’s) hands. 

March 22nd. — Note from Mr. Lafontaine, left at Mr. Caron’s lodgings late in 
the evening, with an abstract prepared by Mr. Lafontaine, contain- 
ing the summary of Mr. Caron’s two letters, dated the 7th and 8tli of 
September^; the note saying that he (Mr. Lafontaine) had come to 
read this abstract with Mr. Caron ; that not finding him, he left it for 
him, and begging him to return it to him, if it suited, early on the 
following morning, and adding that the form adopted appeared to 
him the best 

March 23rd.— Letter from Mr. Caron to Mr. Lafontaine; his abstract is 
returned to him with a remark that it does not please at all ; it ia 
added, that if in yiviue oi (he judicious discretion (hat it has been, 
admitted he has a right to exercise in the possible cases in which he 
might be called upon to speak, (fc. he thought proper to publish the 
correspondence, Mr. Caron preferred its being published as it had 
been written, but intimating his wish that certain parts of these 
letters should be withheld from publication, not because he thought 
he had written what w^as not true, but because all truths are not to be 
spoken at all times. 

At this period the newspapers announced that the Members of 
the House of Assembly, supporting the administration had met to- 
gether ; that the correspondence had been communicated and ex- 
plained to them ; that there had also been a meeting of the Members 
of the opposition at which the letters in Mr. Lafontain’s possession had 
been read ; in these same newspapers there were reports on the sub- 
ject more or less false and ridiculous, and things were represented 
generally quite different frcm what they really w'ere ; for these rea- 
sons Mr. Carpn, who was the only one of all the parties in possession 
of all the papers composing this correspondence, thought, that in jus- 
tice to himself and for the intere.st of all those who had taken part in. 
it he ought to publish it entire, and with this view on 

April 5th. — He wrote to Mr. Lafontaine a note requesting him to send him the 
copies of his letters of the 7th and 8th September, the copies which 
he had not being altogether correct, nor agreeing with those in the 
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tands of Mr. Lafontaine, ^yho sent him copies of t^iese letters 
immediately, without comment. 

Mr Caron knowing that he ought not to publish without the simo- 
f tViP ntber narties to the correspondence wrote to Mr. Lafontaine, 

Mr. Caron addressed to him his latter of 

• f ,r«:r„» him that owin<T to the new circumstances which had 

Apmi. 6th, informm , r j j to effect in his own name the desired 

since occurred he does not ask for his consent 

puldicatiom • ^gg knows their opinion on the matter, 

'Ki w^Se c^ o omit such notes as are of a priyate 

says that he wiinase c.^ T ifcntame wishes the contrary, and Mr. 

friendly nature, “td®**? ^ ih« nrovnetv of leaving out of his 

Caron submits to Mr. Laf gf^e foth Sopt.) me names of 

first letter (Mr. personrwho ar* gained in that letter without 

mrch nlc7s.ir»d for wVom it would be u.ploas«t to be so brought 
before the public. 

letter )ust received from Mr. C«on re ^ ^ 

ment ; the aEonCAat Mr. Caron, 

liameniary nature; noint of vieio ■ if he had hithcHo dejerred 

considered if on a (he matter notwithstanding alt that 

to Mr. Carofs way £?.« among iheyriends of 

had taken place tn 

he liX ’'Lt hJt^:1n:ilLt to refer to him,self (Mr. 
point that he , .. Caron, now admits the principle 

Caron). Mr. Lafontaine x intended to act ; that Mr. Caron 

upon ,0 independently of himself, right that 

argues even on his ng C’aron. Mr. Lafontaine is m con- 

Mr. Lafontame does nrt deny to M^ ,o multiply the details as to the 
sequence of ^Caron rniWit give effect to his manner of seeing 

already been »o. 

6TH.-L^er 

& oiS and mai he will not refuse his assent to the publication. 

. r ... Mr Ttmoar says that Mr. Lafontaine has given notice 
jiPRii, ©TH. — Latter from Mr. following he would read the corres- 

in the House, that on the day ^ 

pondence ; says that fo . Draper ) Mr. Caron’s leave to 

Lafontaine, could not 

publish such part 0* , , ^ contradict a report in circulation to 

M,.D„P„, 

AmP 7 th.— L eltOT to Mr. writo to^'l^oQtaine, to 1st 

£™wTtof ta (mS£o.,) ... dAomtinri to pubWi, tl»t (tom 
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2 ? note received from Mr. Lafontaine, (of the 6th March,) it would 
seem that that gentleman had taken the information as a permission to 
publish himself such part of the correspondence as was in his posses- 
sion : that it was probably for that reason that Mr. Lafontaine, had 
driven the notice in question, and Mr. Caron, i^ormed Mr. Draper, 
Slat he participated in nowise to that proceeding. In reference to 
what Mr. Draper had said that he knew not what part of the corres- 
pondence was in Mr. Lafontaine’s possession, Mr. Caron, gives a list of 
the papers which he believes to be iii Mr. Lafontame’s hands, and 
grants to Mr. Draper the authority required, 

April 7tii.— Letter of Mr. Caron to Mr. Lafontaine, acknowledging the receipt 
of his letter of the day previous, protesting against the interpretation 
he gives to Mr. Caron’s letter of the same date, and tells 1^ that he 
Mr. Lafontaine has taken acte of an imagiiiary avowal contamea 
in Mr. Caron’s letter. 



